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Plans afoot to make
CFTRI ‘zero-waste’
campus: Director

The Hindu Bureau
MYSURU

CSIR-CFTRI Director Sride-
VI Annapurna Singh on
Monday, said that efforts
are on to make the spraw-
ling institute a “zero-waste

- campus” and develop al-
: ternatives to p]asﬁcs for
- food-packaging as food in-
- dustry contributes a lot to
| plastic pollution and cli-
. mate change.

Presiding over the

' World Environment Day

! celebrations on the cam-

pus, she said the food in-
dustry uses a lot of plastic
for packaging foods. “We
have shifted our focus on
developing biodegradable

g packaging for foods for mi-

| nimizing the threat of plas-
- tic on the environment.”

She said 400 million
tonnes of plastic was used
annually the world over
and half of it is single use
plastic. Nearly 18 to 20 mil-

" lion tonnes of plastic goes

into the ocean, causing
pollution. “A human being
indirectly consumes nearly
20 kg of micro plastics in
his or her lifetime because
of the rampant use of plas-
tic in food packaging. This
poses a threat to health
and results in hormonal
imbalance,” she cautiongd.

“Plastic is primarily

" used to improve shelf life.
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On the occasion of World
Environment Day, filmmaker
and environmentalist Suresh
Heblikar watered a plant on the

_premises of CSIR-CFTRI in

Mysuru on Monday. MA. SRIRAM

When life is being threa-

tened due to use of plastic, |

what'’s the need to improve
the shelflife of our pro-
ducts,” she wondered.

She said the CSIR-CFTRI
campus has a large tree
cover which makes the
campus cooler, with tem-
perature lesser by around
2 to 3 degrees when com-
pared to the temperature
outside the campus be-
cause of vast greenery.

Filmmaker and Environ-
mentalist Suresh Heblikar,
who was the chief guest,
planted a sapling on the
campus marking the occa-
sion. He advised the peo-
ple to plant trees and take
good care of them for the
future generations.
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| NOTED environmentalist
| Suresh Heblikar said on Mon-
" day that the United Nations
" Organisation has failed to give
- prominence to protection of
| the environment at a time
| when climate change and its
impact are going to be disas-
trous for humanity and ecolo-
gy. Speaking at the World Envi-
ronment Day-2023 event at the
CFTRI here, he said that the
World Environment Day that
was started to observe in 1972
focussed on the conservation
of forests, wildlife, and the
environment.
“The environment buzz has
' raged now and those planting
- saplings have turned environ-
mentalists,” he quipped. He
said in the name of develop-
ment, they are chasing a tech-
nology that has destroyed

saplings as part oF WOTU ERVITUITIETE DAy G BRI A= s

grassland, rivers and lakes.
“Bengaluru which had won-
derful lakes is the worst affect-
ed as it lost 200 tanks due to
rapid urbanisation as many
water bodies have disappeared
and in recent years, crores of
rupees have been spent on de-
veloping lakes with walking
tracks and construction of
malls near to it. In Bengaluru,
after some time children can
only see nature in computers
because all water bodies, grass-
land and nature’s wonders will
be destroyed by rapid urbani-
sation,” he explained.
Stressing the need for fight-
ing use of plastics, he said the
study carried out by the Stan-
ford University observed that
more space for industries, an
increase in economic activity
and a search for wealth are the
reasons behind the rise in pol-
lution. Youths should think of
new civilization and contrib-

Suresh Heblikar and CFTRI dife(tor
Sridevi Annapurna Singh during the
World Environment Day event | express

ute to environment protection
to save the planet and nature
for future generations that in-
spired many, including great
poets.“The pollution level was
low when there were no met-
ros or smart cities and the na-
ture of development has taken
a drastic change when it in-
volved a lot of money. The rich
and affluent living in cities
contribute more than 300 per

cent to pollution compared to

JAT DESTROYED
°s. HEBLIKAR

those living inrural areas,” pe
charged. He expressed ghs-
pleasure over the concretisa-
tion of
Cubbon himself did not allow
it and even put up tents whgn
his relatives and friends visit-
ed Bengaluru and Cubbon
Park.

Cubbon Park when

“Global warming and cli-

mate change started in the
West as they lived in cold
weather conditions for more
than 7/8 months and started to
invent technology but they did
not build big cities. But, India
has too many big cities and

spoiled the ecology and quality
of life where people find it dif-
ficult to even walk,” he said.
He said villages and rural
masses have better skills and
there is need to bring socio-
economic changes among all
sections of the society and fail-
ure todistribute wealth among

‘ all will lead to rebellion.
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